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Association Files Proposed Findings and Brief 
in FDA Bean Standard Proceedings 


|= Association on April 12 filed on behalf of 
canners of green and wax beans, proposed 
findings and a supporting brief in the proceed- 
ing to revise the standards of identity and mini- 
mum standards of quality for these products. 


After 14 months of preparation, including many 
meetings of bean canners, the collection and analy- 
sis of samples, and the compilation of statistical 
materials by the Association, public hearings on 
the industry proposals were held on March 16 to 
19, as reported in the INFORMATION LETTERS for 
March 20 and March 27. 


These hearings were held in accordance with 
a new procedure recommended by Association 
counsel which provided for a pre-hearing informal 
conference at which it developed that differences 
of opinion between industry recommendations and 
government recommendations could substantially 


be limited to two of the ten points embraced in 
the notice of hearing. 


Acccordingly, the bulk of the four days’ hear- 
ings was devoted to the two questions of toler- 
ances for varying size pieces in the standards of 
identity and the validity of the seed-pod weight 
ratio as a factor of quality. Following the close 
of the hearings, the 650 pages of record and 40 
elaborate exhibits were analyzed; and the Asso- 
ciation filed 38 proposed detailed findings of fact 
and a comprehensive brief in support of the re- 
quested findings. Copies of the findings and brief 
were mailed out this week to all bean canners 
and to the State Secretaries in bean canning areas. 


The next stage in this proceeding is the issu- 
ance of tentative findings and a proposed regula- 
tion by the Food and Drug Administration, to 
which exceptions and further briefs may be filed. 


Early Room Requests Urged 


Senators Suggest Changes 


for May Directors Meeting 


Some requests for room reservations 
from those planning to attend the 
Board, Council and Committee meet- 
ings at the Shoreham, May 11 to 14, 
have been received at Association 
headquarters and are being assembled 
until enough are at hand to make 
room assignments. It is important 
that the remaining requests for rooms 
be made early so as to expedite the 
apportionment of available space al- 
lotted to N.C.A. by the hotel. 


The room situation is still critical 
and doubling up is necessary. The 
Association will appreciate if it those 
who request rooms will indicate their 
willingness to share their space with 
another, either specifying their choice 
of a roommate or permitting the As- 
sociation to make the selection. 


This information, as part of the 
request for room reservation, should 
be addressed to Miss Helen Tate, Na- 
tional Canners Association, 1739 H 
Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Tomato Plant Damage 


Estimates from Tifton, Ga., indi- 
cate that stands on 5,000 acres of 
Georgia tomato plants have been 
reduced probably 30 percent by ex- 
cessive rains, but it is believed that 
the prospective plant supply is suf- 
ficient to meet demands of 1948 
buyers. No report of late blight 
in plant fields or on market crops 
has been received, although some 
alternaria blight has appeared in 
early plant fields. 


Labeling terms for certain canned 
vegetables, recommended by the As- 
sociation’s Labeling Committee and 
approved by the Distributor’s Advi- 
sory Committee, were published in the 
April 5 issue of The Canning Trade. 
Four-page reprints of the article are 
enclosed with this issue of the INror- 
MATION Letrer and also have been 
sent to wholesalers, brokers and label 
manufacturers. 
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In Price Support Program 


Senators Aiken (Vt.), Lucas (Ill.) 
and Ellender (La.) warned this week 
that a continuance of present price 
supports would encourage the waste- 
ful production of eggs, potatoes and 
other products protected by the Stea- 
gall amendments, and would cause the 
public to lose confidence in the basic 
farm program. 


Their warnings were issued during 
hearings by the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry on Senator 
Aiken’s long-range agriculture bill, 
S8. 2318. Senator Ellender asserted 
that he “certainly would not advocate 
the extension of the Steagall amend- 
ment without giving to the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture some method of 
control of the production of some of 
these products covered by the Steagall 
amendments.” 

He also predicted that “if we fur- 
ther extend the Steagall amendments, 
as they are now written, and continue 
to accumulate surpluses... we are 
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going to have a hard time to pass any 
kind of program next year.” 


Senator Lucas said that the Com- 
mittee could not justify continuing 
the price support program on com- 
modities that have no marketing 
quotas or acreage allotments of any 
kind. 


Allan B. Kline, president of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation, 
suggested marketing agreements as 
one means of controlling excessive 
production. 


Secretary of Agriculture Clinton 
Anderson, in the opening of hearings 
on S. 2318 on April 12, recommended 
that the bill should authorize the Sec- 
retary to provide price supports for 
any agricultural commodity, at what- 
ever level may be deemed desirable, 
whenever it is necessary in the public 
interest to obtain increased production. 
He said: 


“With respect to the price features 
of the bill itself, I would recommend 
that there be incorporated in the bill, 
first, an authorization for the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture to support the 
prices of agricultural commodities 
generally through loans, purchases, 
payments and other operations; sec- 
ond, a directive making mandatory 
the support of designated commodities 
at not less then prescribed levels; and, 
third, a declaration of general policy 
which would serve as a guide in the 
carrying out of price support opera- 
tions with respect to other com- 
modities. 

“I also feel very strongly that no 
limitations should be placed on the 
sales operations of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation. Commodity 
Credit Corporation may be trusted 
not to sell its stocks in such manner 
and at such prices as would disrupt 
the price structure which it is charged 
with supporting.” 


Hearings on the long-range bill are 
scheduled to continue through next 
week. 


Elimination of Gelden Nematode 


The Senate on April 12 passed and 
sent to the House S. 2137, to provide 
for the protection of potato and to- 
mato production from the golden 
nematode. 


Hearings on Seizure Bill 


Hearings on the Miller bill, H. R. 
4071, which would amend the Federal 
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to per- 
mit Government seizure of contami- 
nated food and drugs that have come 
to rest following interstate shipment, 


have been rescheduled for today, 
April 17. 


Hearings will be conducted by a 
two-man subcommittee comprising 
Senators Capehart (Ind.) and Me- 
Mahon (Conn.), which is expected to 
complete hearings in one session. 


D. C. Income and License Tax 


The Cain bill, S. 2409, which would 
amend the D. C. income and license 
tax law, was passed by the Senate 
and sent to the House on April 12. 
Amendments to be made by this bill 
would be retroactive only to January 
1, 1948. (See INFORMATION LETTER 
No. 1179, April 3, page 164.) 


A companion bill, H. R. 6050, in- 
troduced by Representative Beall 
(Md.), is before the House District 
Committee. 


Agricultural Workers 


Congresswoman St. George (N. Y.) 
on April 14 introduced H. R. 6245, 
which would authorize the temporary 
admission to the United States, as 
agricultural workers, of students in 
countries receiving assistance pur- 
suant to the Economic Cooperation 


Act. 
Wage and Hour Hearings 


Association counsel is scheduled to 
testify on April 29 before the Labor 
Subcommittee of the Senate Commit- 
tee on Labor and Public Welfare which 
will conduct hearings on the Ball 
bill, S. 2386, to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. Hearings begin April 
19. (See INFORMATION LETTER No. 
1179, April 3, page 163.) 


Uniform Salary Pattern 


Senator Morse (Ore.) on April 12 
introduced a bill, S. 2484, which 
would require the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue to apply uniform 
standards to all corporations in like 
circumstances in determining the rea- 
sonableness of salaries or other com- 
pensation for personal services. 


Payment for Meat-inspection Service 


The Senate on April 12 passed and 
sent to the House S. 2256, which would 
require the Federal Government to 
pay the cost of the Department of 
Agriculture meat-inspection service 
after July 1. 


Tidelands Bill 


The House Committee on the Ju- 
diciary on April 15 voted to report 
the tidelands bill, H. R. 5992, which 
would give the States control over all 
natural resources within the 3-mile 
limit. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


Eaton Defines Administrative 
Responsibility of ECA 


The administrative responsibility of 
the Economic Cooperation Adminis- 
tration in aiding the economic recovery 
of Europe was described briefly in a 
statement issued last week by Repre- 
sentative Eaton (N. J.), chairman of 
the House Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, as follows: 


“The initial steps will be up to the 
participating countries themselves and 
will be taken by the agencies which 
those countries establish after the 
basic reements have been worked 
out. The Administrator will serve as 
a screening, reviewing, and approving 
authority, not as a procuring agent. 
This is an item of information that 
might well be passed on to those busi- 
ness organizations who are interested 
in participating in the program. It 
is anticipated that American business 
will operate through its normal out- 
lets abroad and not through any new 
bureaucracy established under the 


program.” 

Mr. Eaton’s statement also said: 

“The possible reduction of some 
postal rates for shipment of relief 
packages abroad will be deferred for 
the time being. . . . It should be em- 

hasized that the rate reductions will 
authorized only on relief — — 
being sent to countries participating 
in the program on a grant basis and to 
the western zones of Germany and 
Trieste. The countries will be spe- 
— — 1 when the Post 
Office Department announces the rate 
reduction.” 

The rate reduction was made pos- 
sible with enactment of the aid bill, 
which directs the expenditure of Mar- 
shall Plan appropriations to pay port 
charges and ocean freight charges for 
shipment of relief packages from a 
United States port to a designated 
port of entry abroad. It is expected 
that relief packages from either or- 
ganizations or individuals will require 
postage only to New York. 


By Executive Order 9943, the Presi- 
dent on April 13 directed that Gov- 
ernment purchases and contracts un- 
der the aid program may be made 
without regard to statutes requiring 
advertised bids, advances of public 
money, and the Buy American Act. 


An April 14, the President requested 
appropriations of $4,245,000,000 for 
expenses of the European recovery 
program during the remainder of the 
fiscal year 1948 and until April 3, 
1949. 
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April 17, 1948 


To Revise Mexican Agreement 


Negotiations for revision of Sched- 
ule I of the trade agreement between 
the United States and Mexico will be 
initiated in Mexico City next week, 
probably on April 20, the State De- 
partment has announced. Schedule I 
covers tariff concessions on imports 
into Mexico from the U. 8. 


Mexico last fall prohibited the im- 
portation of canned meats and canned 
and dried fruits, and in December 
raised tariffs on certain canned foods 
then permitted entry. (See INron- 
MATION LETTER No. 1166, December 20, 
1947, page 503.) 


PUBLICITY 


Miss Smith in News Feature 


Katherine Smith, Director of the 
N. C. A. Home Economies Division, was 
the subject of a profile which was pub- 
lished in The Evening Star of Wash- 
ington, D. C., on April 13 as one of 
a series of articles on career women. 
In delineating Miss Smith’s career and 
her work for the Association, the 
article, by Margaret Child, cites the 
nutritious values and convenience of 
canned foods. 

Margaret Butler also of the Home 
Economics staff, was interviewed April 
8 on Washington’s radio station 
WMAL, on the subject of dietetics 
as @ career. 


RAW PRODUCTS 


“Research Notes” Issued 


Another addition of “Raw Products 
Research Notes” has been prepared 
by the Raw Products Bureau and is 
now available to members upon re- 
quest, directed to the Bureau. The 
first issue of this publication was an- 
nounced in the INFORMATION LETTER 
for March 6. 


The series contains information 
material abstracted from bulletins and 
cireulars of State and Federal experi- 
ment stations and from trade publi- 
cations and scientific journals not in 
general circulation among canners. 
A few of the subjects covered in the 
second issue of “Raw Products Re- 
search Notes” are a report on work 
done at the Maryland Experiment Sta- 
tion demonstrating that it is possible 


STATISTICS 


Pack of Canned Spinach in 1947 Smallest since 1938 


The 1947 pack of canned spinach 
totaled 3,371,573 actual cases or about 
half the 1946 pack of 7,199,703 cases, 
on the basis equivalent of 24/2’s, 
according to the Association’s Divi- 
sion of Statistics. The 1947 pack 
totaled 3,909,000 cases, compared with 
8,448,000 in the previous year. This 


is the smallest pack of canned spinach 
since 1938. 


In addition, the 1947 pack of other 
greens totaled 530,756 cases, com- 
pared with 1,221,269 cases in 1946. 


The 1947 pack of canned spinach by 
areas and can sizes is shown below: 


1947 Spinach Pack 
Mise, tin 
Area 24/2 24/24 6/10 and glass Total 
9,076 1,035 3,456 739 14, 306 
Maryland and Delaware........... 59, 604 , 589 35, 520 49, 239 176, 952 
ͤ;= 706, 290 124,344 202, 866 47,006 1,080,506 
D 427,143 66, 333 28, 523 274 522,273 
rene 595,435 405, 623 357, 255 21,922 1,380,235 
reel 54, 189 67,711 40, 477 25, 924 197, 301 
1,851,737 607, 635 677, 097 145,104 3,371,573 


1947 Canned Okra and Okra and Tomato Packs Reported 


The 1947 pack of canned okra and 
canned okra and tomatoes totaled 
697,590 actual cases, according to the 
Association’s Division of Statistics. 
This represents an increase of more 


than one-third over the 410,178-case 
pack reported in 1946. 

The following table compares the 
1947 pack with that for 1946 by can 
sizes and style of pack: 


1947 Okra Pack 
Mise, tin 
Style of Pack 24/2 24/2 303 6/10 and glass Total 
eee 340, 423 5,263 3,608 49,124 1,914 406,422 
Okra and 218, 227 7,347 2.8% 228.375 
eee 611,006 16,315 3,608 61,856 4,715 607,500 
1946 Okra Pack 
Mise. tin 
Style of Pack 24/2 24/2 303 6/10 and glass Total 
‘ 238,374 12, 601 6,951 15,972 1.330 275,524 
Okra and tomatoes................ en 732 1.217 100, 808 
368, 705 13,955 7,083 18, 209 1,536 410,178 


to use Spergon as a seed protectant 
and still obtain satisfactory nodula- 
tion of pea roots; announcement of 
a new canning variety of sweetpotato 
for which seed is available at the Mis- 
sissippi Experiment Station, and a re- 
port of the 1947 New Jersey Ten-Ton 
Tomato Club. 


Frozen Strawberry Standards 


The Production and Marketing Ad- 
ministration, U. 8. Department of 
Agriculture, announces in the Fed- 
eral Register of April 15 the revision 
of tentative U. 8. Standards for 
grades of frozen strawberries, which 
will become effective May 15. 


No Nitrogen Increase Seen 


Representatives of nitrogen pro- 
ducers, in a meeting April 12 with 
officials of the Department of Com- 
merce, stated that their industry is 
operating at approximately full capa- 
city now and that very little can be 
accomplished to increase production 
within the immediate future. It was 
agreed at the meeting that the present 
supply of nitrogen is insufficient to 
meet demand among industrial and ag- 
ricultural consumers. Industry repre- 
sentatives said there appears to be 
some unevenness geographically in the 
distribution of nitrogen, so that cer- 
tain areas are in better supply than 
others. 
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Information Letter 


invitations to Bid 


QMC Offices—Quartermaster Corps, 

111 Bast 16th Street, New York, 
N. Y.; Chicago Quartermaster Purchasing 
Office, 1819 West Pershing Road, Chicago 
9, III.; Western Branch, Chieago Quarter- 
master Purchasing Office, Oakland Army 
Base, Oakland 14, Calif. 


The Army has invited sealed bids to 
furnish the following: 

CANNED ASPARAGUS—10,000 dozen 
No. 2 cans, No. 1 size (small) spears, 
bidder to specify grade offered; alter- 
nate bid—10,000 dozen 2’s, No. 2 size 
(medium) spears, bidder to specify 
grade offer Supplies ae. for shi 
ment to Camp Lejeune, N for 
livery on or before June 1. “side will 
be accepted only on asparagus canned 
(24/2’s during 1948 season. 
line for receipt of bids at Oakland is 
12:30 p.m. PST, April 22. 

CANNED Peas—Type I, Early, or 
Type II, Sweet, Extra Standard, 
(Grade B)—from peas produced from 
1948 crop, in No. 2 unlabeled cans, 
outside enameled, packed for export 
according to specifications, for deliv- 
ery not later than December 31, f.o.b. 
the following: New Cumberland, Pa.— 
88,194 dozen cans; Memphis, Tenn.— 
5,656 dozen; Auburn, Wash.—16,850 
dozen; and/or Mira Loma, Calif.—34,- 
220 dozen. Bids will be opened in 
Chicago at 9:00 a.m. CST, May 4. 
Alternate bids for plain cans will be 
considered. 


CANNED Peas—Same requirements, 
except for No. 2 labeled cans, for de- 
livery to New Cumberland, Pa.—322,- 
566 dozen cans; Memphis, Tenn.—75,- 
734 dozen; Auburn, Wash.—56,700 
dozen; and/or Mira Loma, Calif.— 
115,206 dozen. Alternate bids for 
plain cans will be considered. 


CANNED PEAs—Same requirements, 
except in No. 10 cans, plain, unlabeled, 
domestic pack, for delivery to South 
Schenectady, N. Y.—6,358 dozen cans; 
Atlanta, Ga.—8,740 dozen; Columbus, 
Ohio—9,380 dozen; Richmond, Va.— 


6,252 dozen; San Antonio, Tex.— 
7,982 dozen; Ogden, Utah—1,878 
dozen; Lyoth, Calif.—5,420 dozen; 


and/or Auburn, Wash.—2,562 dozen. 


CANNED Same requirements, 
except in No. 2 cans, plain, labeled, 
domestic pack, for delivery to South 
Schenectady, N. Y.—28,458 dozen 
cans; Atlanta, Ga.—39,046 dozen; Co- 
lumbus, Ohio—41,914 dozen; Rich- 
mond, Va.—27,986 dozen; San An- 
tonio, Tex.—35,492 dozen; Ogden, 
Utah—8,386 dozen; Lyoth, Calif.— 
24,160 dozen; and/or Auburn, Wash.— 
11,464 dozen. 


CANNED SARDINE:—Type II-C or 
Type VI-A in No. 1 oval cans, domestic 
pack, for delivery not later than June 
15, f.0.b. the following: South Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., Atlanta, Ga., Columbus, 
Ohio, San Antonio, Tex., and Lyoth, 
Calif.—42,000 pounds for each. Bids 
will be opened in Chicago at 9:00 a.m. 
CST, April 22. 

CANNED SARDINES—Type II-A or B, 
in No. % cans, domestic pack, for de- 
livery not later than June 15, f. o. b. 
the following: South Schenectady, 
N. Y., Atlanta, Ga., Columbus, Ohio, 
San Antonio, Tex. and Lyoth, Calif.— 
78,000 pounds for each. Bids will be 
opened in Chicago at 9:00 a.m. CST, 
April 22. 

CANNED Sarpines—Type II-C or 
Type VI-A, in No. 1 oval cans, packed 
for export according to specifications, 
for delivery not later than June 15, 
f.o.b. Mira Loma, Calif.—931,700 
pounds. Bids will be opened in Chi- 
cago at 9:00 a.m. CST, April 22. 


CANNED SARDINES—Type II-C, in 
No. 1 oval cans, packed for export 
according to specifications, for deliv- 
ery not later than June 15, f. o. b. the 
following: New Cumberland, Pa.— 
1,349,600 pounds; and Auburn, Wash. 
—242,200 pounds. 

CANNED SARDINES—Type II-A or B, 
in No. K cans, packed for export 
according to specifications, for deliv- 
ery not later than June 15, f.o.b. the 
following: New Cumberland, Pa.— 
748,400 pounds; Auburn, Wash.— 
629,800 pounds; Mira Loma, Calif.— 
1,465,300 pounds; and Memphis, Tenn. 
—368,000 pounds. Bids will be opened 
in Chicago at 9:00 a.m. CST, April 22. 


CANNED CITRUS JUICES — 10,894 
dozen 46-oz. and 7,770 dozen No. 2 cans 
of grapefruit juice; 5,706 dozen 46-0. 
and 19,400 dozen No. 2 cans of blended 
orange and grapefruit juice; 54,839 
dozen 46-oz. and 34,960 dozen No. 2 
cans of orange juice. Chicago, under 
bid serial No. QM 11-183-48-649, by 
April 28. 


Army to Delay Purchase of 
Excess Canned Sweetpotatoes 


The First Deficiency Appropriations 
bill, H. R. 6055, the enactment of 
which will enable the Army to buy 
up to 26,000 tons of surplus canned 
sweetpotatoes, still is before the Sen- 
ate Committee on Appropriations, 
which is expected to complete hear- 
ings and report the bill to the Senate 
sometime next week. 


The Department of the Army re- 
ported this week that although it in- 
tends to carry out a Congressional 
directive to buy the surplus canned 
sweetpotatoes, it will not program its 
purchase until after Congressional 
action on the appropriations bill is 
completed. 


If estimates of a 26,000 ton sur- 
plus are correct, and if the Army were 
to purchase the entire surplus, the 
$2,437,000 to be allocated for this pur- 
pose would allow for a purchase price 
of approximately $1.80 a case. It was 
stated by the Army, however, that 
all canned foods must be purchased 
on an advertised bid basis except in 
emergencies. 
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